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I.

My Journey Through the World in
Happiness and Sorrow
Ida Mooser Hattemer
Theodore Alphonse Hattemer

Foreword
This is my mother's story of her Swiss family's immigration from Switzerland to
Kentucky in 1895, and the story of her own American family. My mother, Ida Mooser
Hattemer, dearly loved her native Switzerland, her family, and her Swiss relatives whom she

talked about so much that her children felt as if they knew them intimately.
Ida was the eldest of the ten living children, and I was the youngest of her nine
children. When I was growing up, she told me hundreds of stories about her childhood in
Switzerland. She described the scenes in her tales so vividly that I knew and still remembered
the names of the mountains, villages, roads, and passes. I knew all about her uncles, aunts,
cousins, and dearest friends. What made them even more real to me were the letters arriving
almost every month which she read to us children. Sometimes the mailman would bring a
white, oversized envelope with black borders. He delivered those personally out of respect,
because he knew that this kind of envelope meant a death notice of someone dear to my
mother.
Switzerland sounded so exc1tmg and interesting in my mother's stories and the
postcards looked so beautiful to me. I always asked, "Why did your family leave
Switzerland?" She gave me many reasons, which I did not really understand, and so I secretly
thought they made a big mistake in emigrating.
It was a celebrated event when a relative would come to our house in Louisville from
Switzerland. Usually visitors stayed at our house and my aunts and uncles and cousins would
come over to see them. The visitors from Switzerland brought gifts for us all. The visitors
were so fascinating to listen to and observe, and their visits made us children feel so
important.
The interest my mother sparked in me as a child with her talent for story telling of her
Swiss childhood, of her relatives, and of her beloved Switzerland has never left me. When I
was eight, I spent a year as a partial invalid recovering from severe life threatening injuries
caused by a fall from a tree. During that whole year I listened to her stories and absorbed
_every word with the characters and scenes pictured in my mind. When I visited Switzerland
for the first time some 40 years later, those old Swiss scenes and characters were as fresh in
my mind as the day my mother described them to me. I recognized the Hotel Wasser/all in
Jaun. I felt like I had already met some of the people I had never even seen before. When I
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asked about some relatives I knew from my mother's tales, I would sometimes have to explain
about whom I was talking. My Swiss relatives and my mother's friends could not understand
how I knew so much about them.
My mother loved and respected her parents very much. In every story she told me
about her family I was always struck by her love and respect for her parents.

She was

especially proud of her father Christophe with whom she had apparently spent much time.
She was always quoting him and interspersing little incidents from his life that he must have
shared with her. Her mother Margaret was so busy with the many little children under her feet
that she probably had little time or inclination to talk much to her oldest daughter. As I was
growing up I did not realize how much I was living out the heritage of Christophe Mooser,
my grandfather. Fortunately I absorbed my mother's impressions and the influence
Christophe Mooser had on her. She somehow imprinted this on me.
I have tried to understand why my mo\her' s family immigrated to America. The
more I learned about them, the more intriguing the story became. I came to the conclusion
that the story could not be told to the descendants of this family without including Christophe
and Margaret Mooser' s beginnings in Switzerland. I visited Switzerland while my mother was
still alive. My visit made her very happy. She knew I was going to make an effort to tell my
whole family what she always wanted to share with them. That is why she gave me her
~ritings. Interestingly, my grandfather's (her father's) important documents, pictures and
history also ended up in my hands. Although I was the youngest child in my family, I knew
my grandparents Christophe and Margaret in their old age.
My mother was fluent in English, German, French, and Schyzerdtitsch, a German
dialect spoken in the part of Switzerland where German is the prevalent language. Her
writings were mostly in German which she used in her school in the village of Jaun. She felt
most comfortable writing her little history in German and Schwyzerdtitsch which I translated
with the help from my "little" Swiss cousins.
What I know first hand and what I know from others about this remarkable family, I
will add to my mother's memoirs. I have tried to explain and elaborate where I felt it
necessary to make her story clearer to the reader. In the chronology of events where my
mother left out some important event, I have inserted the information in italics.
A complete copy of the richly illustrated Mooser Hattemer family history is available for
$5.00 from TheodoreA. Hattemer, 2324 Madison Rd., Apt. 1807, Cininnati, OH 45208.

Theodore A. Hattemer

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol36/iss3/2

2

Hattemer and Hattemer: My Journey Through the World in Happiness and Sorrow

Prologue
Why Christophe Mooser and Margaret Cottier Mooser Immigrated To America
The following record in Latin is from the marriage records of St. Stephan Parish Church in Jaun, Switzerland.
Christophorus Ludovicus Franciscus filius legitimus Jacobi Mooser ex Jaun et Theresiae atae Ruchtscho
ex Jaun et Margaritha filia legitma Antonii Cottier ex Jaun et Mariae Annae natae Mooser ex Jaun.
The marriage of Christophe Mooser and Margaret Cottier took place January 11, 1865. Christophe was
thirty years old and Margaret was sixteen years old. Christophe was born September 17, 1835. Margaret
was born September 27, 1849.

Mooser Family Tree
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Their first child, Marie Ida (known as Ida) was born September 16, 1878, more than thirteen years after
their marriage. This was my mother, Ida Mooser Hattemer.
According to my mother, Margaret had been
unable to become pregnant, but she nonetheless
prayed constantly for a baby. Finally she prevailed
upon Christophe to allow her to make a pilgrimage to Lourdes to make her plea. Margaret's
prayers were more than answered. Ida was born
a year later on September 16, 1878. She was followed by nine more children: Arnold (October
8,1879), Oscar(September 17, 1881), Bertha(December 15, 1882), William (May 19, 1884),
Martha Katharina (June 1, 1885), Isabella Therese
(February 11, 1887), Alphons (October 8, i 890),
Robert Maximus (December 2, 1892), Alexis
Theophi (September 13, 1894).
Christopher Mooser and Margaret Cottier Mooser
married in 1869.

The parish records of St. Stephan reveal that Ida Rauber of Jaun was Ida Mooser's godmother and Simon
Currat of Grandvillard was Ida's godfather. Two other Mooser baptismal records were recorded: Robert
Maximus whose godfather was Alphonsus Cottier and
whose godmother was Rosa Boschung, Alexi Theophil
whose godfather was Theophylus Jaggi and whose godmother was Bernadine Rauber.
Alphonse Cottier, a well-known family historian and
archivist living in Marley, a suburb of Fribourg, obtained
these records for me in 1998. Why there were no baptismal records for the other Mooser children, we do not know.
The Mooser family lived in the village of Jaun in the
Canton of Fribourg. (J aun is the German name of the
village, its French name is Bellegarde.) The Jaun Valley
is in the foothills of the Alps. It is an upland meadowlike valley, 3000 to 3300 feet above sea level. The mornings are often hazy and misty. The clouds and the mountains to the east and to the west of the valley often block
the sunshine. Directly east of the center of the valley, a
waterfall comes pouring out from the side of the mountain. It feeds into the trout-filled stream that runs along
the east side of the valley. (One can see this waterfall
from the terrace of Hotel Wasserfall today.) The land, the
flora,and fauna are similar to the flora and fauna and land
formations in the Appalachian Mountains in North
Carolina. The temperature is also similar.

Ida Cottier Rauber and Cecile Cottier Buchs. Sisters of
' · . Margaret' Cottier Mooser. Circa 1925.
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In locating the Jaun Valley on a topographical map of Switzerland, one can immediately see its important
strategic position. The J aunpass route is the shortest way from the Geneva region to Interlaken and the
celebrated Jungfrau and to Lucerne. This strategic position explains why the Hotel Wasserfall in Jaun has
thrived for several hundred years. (The topography of Switzerland, dominated by the Alps, is even displayed as a top layer on one of the best known Swiss products, Nestle's chocolates.)

Topograhical map of the Jaun Pass

In the year of 1888, 843 people lived in Jaun. The homes in the village were built closely together in the
small valley. There was not an abundance of buildable land. At that time, most people in J aun were Catholic. There were eleven families in Jaun each identified by a colorful coat of arms, known as a "Wappen."
Wappens are still carried in parades and displayed in holiday decorations .

. 23
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One cannot imagine having any secrets in a small village like Jaun. My mother knew the history of every
family in Jaun. Most of the families were related in some way to her family.

IDA COTTIER RAUBER & NACHKOMEN.
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The Christophe Mooser and Margaret Cottier families were well known in the village. The Mooser
family was one of the older and most prolific, and the Cottier family was among the oldest and most
influential in the valley. These two families have lived in Jaun since the twelfth century. The age difference
of Christophe and Margaret at the time of their marriage (15 years) was not uncommon, but it must have
given some neighbors fodder for gossip. When no children ensued from their marriage for thirteen years,
it probably was common knowledge that the devout Margaret was praying for a miracle. The whole village
knew she went to Lourdes and for what purpose. Christophe and Margaret had ten children in the sixteen
years following her pilgrimage to Lourdes. Margaret's evidence of the value of prayer and pilgrimage
reportedly greatly increased the traffic on the road to Lourdes, or, perhaps her abundant blessing slowed it
down.
My mother told me that occasionally, her mother would become stressed out with the children's behavior
and she would tell Christophe that the children were driving her mad. His consoling words were, "Ach
Margaret, du hast zu viel Lourdes Wasser getrinken." (Oh Margaret, you just drank too much Lourdes
water.)
From my mother's stories and the foregoing information, along with demographic and historical information about Switzerland in the last half of the eighteen hundreds, we get a clear picture of this family of
twelve, a family with minimal resources, trying to survive and thrive in this tiny village. Among Christophe
· and Margaret Mooser's progeny the question arises: why did this big family take the precarious step of
immigration to America? Can you imagine a mother and father with ten children, the youngest still in
arms, and the father almost sixty years old, embarking on such a journey? Were they foolhardy or courageous? Perhaps we can understand their decision better when we consider Christophe's background and
the economic conditions and his situation at that time.
Ida Mooser, my mother, was Christophe's strongest supporter. Much of what she told me I confirmed
with records from the J aun archives and official documents, which Christophe brought with him from
Switzerland. (A list of his documents which still exist is contained in the Appendix.)
Christophe was the son of Jacob Mooser, a blacksmith in Im Fang, a village contiguous to J aun. As a boy,
Christophe worked in the "Schmitte shop" and learned the blacksmith trade. When I first visited Jaun and
Im Fang almost forty years ago, I met some old timers who remembered Christophe as a blacksmith. A
blacksmith in those days was a highly skilled iron and metal worker who was capable of making tools,
metal parts, and instruments and of repairing metal equipment as well as affixing horseshoes. The site of
the Jacob Mooser blacksmith shop in Im Fang is marked today on the site of the village post office built in
1965.
Among Christophe's surviving letters and documents is a report card sent to his father from Normal
School, Fribourg (teacher's college) in 1854. According to this report, his best grade was in French Language. His grandchildren had often wondered how he became fluent in French growing up in a Germanspeaking village. The fact that he studied French and was an excellent student explains how Ida Mooser
Hattemer became fluent in French.
Christophe received his official certificate from Canton Fribourg to teach school in 1855. The archives of
Jaun and the official teaching certificates tell us that he was the schoolmaster in Jaun from 1856 to 1862.
He resigned over the refusal of the community to raise his salary above 435 Swiss Francs per annum. This
ended Christophe's career as an educator, at age 27.
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Documents show that in 1865, the year of his marriage, Christophe was summoned to Nuechatel to sign
papers related to his appointment as a federal game warden. Other official documents tell us that he continued in this position and in other appointed offices until the mid 1880's. The game warden position is called .
"der Wildhuter " in German. The position was handed down in the Mooser family for about a 100 years,
beginning with Christophe. However, it ended tragically for the Christophe Mooser family.
Historian Alphonse Cottier of Fribourg told me this story: "Your grandfather was game warden in Jaun
and helped a poor fellow who was apprehended for killing a chamois mountain goat out of season near a
place called Chruzli ("little cross") which is situated on a street today called le Petit Mont. Your grandfather did not prosecute the poor guy under the condition that he keep his mouth shut. For some reason
however, Martin Mooser, who always envied his brother's job, heard the story and betrayed your grandfather to the police. Christophe lost his employment, and Martin was appointed game warden in Christophe's
place. This is the reason why Christophe and his family decided to emigrate to America."
My mother gave a little different account of this regrettable incident. She said that Christophe's brother
Martin and some of his fri_ends were poaching or hunting out of season. Christophe, the game warden,
learned of this and warned them that he would not hesitate to prosecute if he caught them. He caught them
and because offalse witnesses, he was not successful in the prosecution. This puiportedly ended Christophe's
job as game warden and Martin was given the job.
Which is the accurate account? I don't know. But, I think Alphonse's opinion is right, that this incident
contributed to Christophe and Margaret's eventual decision to leave their beloved Switzerland. Shortly
after this event, the family moved to Pontarlier, France. Why Pontarlier was chosen as the place to move is
not clear. It is a small town in France 50 kilometers east of Lake Neuchatel and about 150 kilometers from
Jaun. My mother said her mother did not like the town because there was flagrant immorality among the
people there and she wanted to get away from it immediately.
Our cousin Rosemary Bochud told us that when my mother and her sister Martha visited Switzerland in
1960 Ida told them that she went to school in Pontarlier and she recited a poem she learned in that school
called, "Le Petit Souris" (The Little Mouse). Ida also told Rosemary that while in Pontarlier she worked in
the telegraph office.
The Mooser family returned to Jaun after less than two years in Pontarlier.
Historian Alphonse Cottier confirmed that Christophe then managed the Hotel Wasserfall for a short
period, and my mother, at age 14, became the telegraph mistress at the hotel. This was after the family
returned to Switzerland from France (Circa 1892).
In 1892, an itinerant French artist painted portraits of Christophe and Margaret in exchange for shelter at
the Hotel Wasserfall. My mother was so proud of the beautiful oil paintings of her parents, which the
family had carried with them from Switzerland. These old paintings still exist. The paintings have been
carefully restored, at considerable expense to Ida's granddaughters, Sherry Vetter Bums and Susann Vetter .
Wilcoxson, and presently hang on the walls in their homes.
Ida often spoke of her father practicing homeopathic and herbal medicine when there were no doctors
available. She said that frequently Christophe would take her with himo11:sick calls. On my first visit to
the Jaun Valley, I met an elderly villager who told me that my grandfather; Christophe, could not set his

9
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol36/iss3/2

8

Hattemer and Hattemer: My Journey Through the World in Happiness and Sorrow

neighbor's broken femur. No conveyance was available, so Christophe put the man in a wheelbarrow and
pushed him to a village where there was a doctor who could set the bone.
Customarily, when we Hattemer children were ill, my mother would give us some home remedy which
she told us she learned about from her father. In the summer, we gathered certain herbs and wild cherries
and prepared herbal medicine for use in the winter as ointments or poultices to rub on our chests when we
had coughs and colds. She covered the ointment with a piece of flannel cloth pinned to our nightgowns to
hold the cloth in place. It felt so warm and good. The next morning we were over our coughs.

In the early 1890's, there was a drought in the Jaun valley, causing a severe shortage of feed for the
cattle. It became so bad that farmers in the J aun valley gave their cattle to farmers in the canton of Valais
rather than see the cattle perish for lack of feed. This catastrophe, no doubt, had an effect on the financial
condition of the Mooser family. My mother said her father suffered losses when notes he had signed for his
friends were foreclosed.

It is easy to imagine Christophe still smarting from his ordeal of losing his game warden position in such
a disagreeable way, the disappointing move to Pontarlier, the embarassment suffered by the whole family
on their return to Jaun, not to mention the financial shock that accompanied all these setbacks. Margaret
was always supportive and loving through these troubles, my mother used to say. With nine children in
1892, the eldest only 14 years old, and the breadwinner almost 55 years old, what were Christophe and
Margaret's options?
Immigration certainly was an attractive consideration even though Pontarlier was a failure. Other Swiss
had gone to America and sent back glowing reports, even the Mooser's own relatives from the Jaun Valley.
Ida Mooser Hattemer's narrative, written many years later, gives us, her descendents, an understanding
and appreciation of our ancestor's quest for the kind of life they had dreamed of for themselves and their
children. The Mooser family's faith, courage and trust will be remembered and be there to inspire us one
day when needed.
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My Journey Through The World In Happiness And Sorrow
By Ida Mooser Hattemer

Faith, Hope and Love were what I based my life upon and Trust in God is what I have always held onto.
Here I want to tell my story about my life adventure from the ~st day my family left our dear, little
village of Im Fang, in the Jaun Valley, in Canton Fribourg, in Switzerland on October 2, 1895. My father
and mother with seven children are risking leaving their homeland for America. Three of their children,
Martha, William and Arnold were already in Kentucky in America. My father and mother had already ·
made the decision in 1891 to immigrate to America and when the opportunity came for any ofus to safely
get to America, we were ready.
Martha was seven years old in 1891 when she had the chance to accompany a family from Biel, a widow
who had three children, a son 14 years old and two daughters, one 16 and the other 17 years old. Martha
would stay in Louisville, Kentucky with a cousin named Rosa Kottman and her husband Joseph. Rosa
Kottman was a cousin, the daughter of my Aunt Marie, my father's sister. Rosa had no children and would
dearly love to have Martha until her parents immigrated to Kentucky, U.S.A. Martha was a very independent child and could easily adapt to such conditions.
In 1893, my Aunt Marie came from East Bernstadt, Kentucky to Im Fang to visit her elderly father Jacob
Mooser, my grandfather, and her brother Christophe, my father. She had been in America for thirteen
years. Her father was a blacksmith and also a shoemaker and still operated a small blacksmith shop at Im
Fang.

Aunt Marie stayed in Im Fang until April 1894. She begged my father to allow her to take my brother
William back to America with her. Father and mother were agreeable and allowed William to go to America
with Aunt Marie. Aunt Marie strengthened my father and mother's conviction that America was the place
for us and William going to America with Aunt Marie would make it easier for the large family having one
less to watch. William, an excited ten year old, was happy for the adventure about to begin for him. After
a month we received news that Aunt Marie and William had arrived in good condition in America and were
now at Aunt Marie's home in East Bernstadt, Kentucky, where the earlier Swiss colony had settled.
At this time I was fifteen years old, and since January 1893 I had been a clerk at the Hotel Wasserfall in
Jaun. Baptiste Philip Mooser was the proprietor and his wife, who was called Budis Aloisia, besides being
the hostess of the Hotel Wasserfall also worked the telegraph services. In addition, she was a skilled
seamstress. She would teach me all these skills which I was anxious to learn. At that time there were not
many tourists coming to J aun, so the hotel was not busy. This gave me time to learn many skills from
Budis for which I was forever grateful.
In the following year, it was decided to send my 14-year-old brother, Arnold, to America, all alone. Our
dear cousin, Rosa Kottman in Louisville, Kentucky, would help us with everything. Her husband, Joseph
Kottman, had a business in Louisville where he was well known and liked among the business people of
Louisville.
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My brother Arnold worked for the Kottmans in Louisville and was already earning a salary. We were
happy and satisfied and hopeful that we would soon follow him. He was so young but he could see that
America would be better for his whole family. He wrote to us that he thought that we should make preparations to leave Im Fang for America as soon as possible.
I left my employment at Hotel Wasserfall reluctantly to help prepare for the journey, even though I liked
working at the hotel and learned so much there. By this time, I had learned to operate the telegraph and
acquired seamstress skills so now I busied myself making new clothing for my seven sisters and brothers
so they will make a nice appearance in America.
Cousin Rosa Kottman had plans for us in Louisville, Kentucky. Therefore we should come directly to
Louisville from New York, which would take about 24 hours. We should arrive in Louisville about the
22nd of October 1895, from the long ship journey.
Three weeks before we were to leave Switzerland for America we received the sad news that our cousin
Rosa Kottman had died. This was certainly a severe blow to us. The one who had made such plans to keep
us from going to East Bernstadt where we had first planned to go. She had already told us that the place
where we first planned to go, East Bernstadt had little or no advantages for us. On top of this, there were
no good wages to be earned there and was just nine miles away were the terrible coal mines where men
worked deep beneath the earth all day for little wages. There were no streets and roads. In winter, two
mules pulled your wagon over the muddy earth. The Americans who lived around there needed saddle
horses to go anywhere. I was astonished when I saw a picture postcard of the postal carrier riding a mule.
She had a long rifle over one shoulder and the postal bag over the other. This woman postal carrier
delivered the mail nine miles from Pittsburgh, Kentucky to East Bernstadt, Kentucky.
The disappointment my father mentioned often was that he suspected that there were many thieves, liars,
and swindlers involved in this Kentucky land deal. It was difficult to know what was true. The ship's agent
company operating in Switzerland, Zweilchen, was well known in eastern Kentucky.
Around the year of 1880, this company bought hundreds of acres from the government at dirt-cheap
prices. The government wanted to get this land settled. The Americans from the eastern states skipped over
this land because they found more productive land to the west in Indiana and Illinois. The Kentucky land
was not good productive land. There was coal near the surface of the land. Only through hard work and at
much cost could one finally make the crops grow.
There was only uncleared forest when my Aunt Marie and her husband, Alois, arrived with their children
Julia, Rosie, William, Marie, and Theresa in 1882. All were very much surprised and I expect disappointed
with East Bernstadt. Those, who had enough money, turned around and settled elsewhere.
My Aunt Marie had nine children who could work. Many young people left the Bemstadt settlement and
found work in the nearby states of Tennessee, Ohio and in Louisville, Kentucky. This way the young
people could help their parents. One needed much money to buy groceries, supplies, plants and seeds.
My sister Martha had been in Louisville three years with Cousin Joseph Kottman family. She was sent to
school and church. My brother Arnold worked for Mr. Kottman. They were waiting for us to come to
Louisville.

12
Published by BYU ScholarsArchive,

11

Swiss American Historical Society Review, Vol. 36 [], No. 3, Art. 2

The uncertainty created by so many conflicting reports about East Bernstadt caused my parents much
anxiety. We began to suspect that there would be much trouble, pain, suffering and much work to be done.
We worried about the younger children going to school and to church. My father, a former schoolteacher,
worried about schools and my mother worried about church. There was a school but at a great distance
from our new proposed location in East Bernstadt. There was a Catholic Church but we could hear mass
only once a month. A missionary priest came up from Middleboro, Kentucky to say mass.
The Swiss colony seemed to divide itself according to religion. The Protestants (Evangelicals) were in
the majority. They named their settlement Bernstadt. The Catholics named their settlement East Bernstadt.
I am sure my parents had second thoughts about Kentucky but it was too late now. Arnold, William and
Martha were already there and all our assets were liquidated and the journey expenses were already paid to
East Bernstadt, Kentucky.

Now the journey from Jaun, ImFang to
America
On the 2nd of October 1895 we told all of our relatives goodbye. Our dear dependable uncle, Alfonse
Cottier, my mother's brother, drove us in a wagon to
Bulle and then accompanied us from Bulle as far as
Romont on the train, where we had to board another
train to Bern. In Bulle, the cattle market was going on
at the moment we arrived. There were many people
standing around, looking at us curiously when they
heard that we were on our way to America. Among
this great crowd of people were pickpockets whose
work was easy among crowds. We were all aboard the
train with our luggage when suddenly our father
jumped onto the train platform and shouted, "Police!
Police, there is a thief." This announcement really
excited the crowd. My father saw a working pickpocket from the train window.

Title page from a prayer book, given to Margaret Cottier
Mooser (Ida's mother and my grandmother) by her brother
Alphonse at her departure from Jaun. Margaret passed it
down to her daughter; Ida Mooser Hattemer. It was then
passed to Alphonse's daughter; Eugenie Cottier Wise who
passed it to me, Theodore Hattemer. It was originally
printed in Cincinnati, Ohio in 1870.

Before my mother's uncle Alphonse stepped offthe train
at Romont to say his final goodbye he gave his sister
Margaret a gift, a prayer book. Margaret treasured this
prayer book and at her death she gave it to her daughter Ida, my mother, who kept that prayer book on her
bedside table as long as I can remember. When my
mother died she gave her prayer book to Eugenie Cottier
Wise, Alphonse's daughter and my mother's dearest
cousin. A year before Eugenie's death, she brought this
prayer book to me in Cincinnati and fold me she wanted
me to have it. I opened the praye.r book to a marker in
the prayer book and my eyes fell on the printed word
Cincinnati. This prayer book printed in German was
made in Cincinnati in 1870.
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We arrived in Bern where we had to register with the ship's agent. We had to stay in a hotel overnight in
Bern. The next morning we went to Paris, where we had our lunch together in a hotel dining room. Then
from Paris to Le Harve, where we had a good evening meal to quiet our hunger. Then we took a ship to
Southhampton, England. We enjoyed a very good breakfast in Southhampton. It was already the 5th of
October. By the time we completed all the inspections and boarding, it was the 6th of October. Finally,
there were over 500 passengers from Ireland, England and other countries aboard our ship. Our steamship
was named "The St. Louis."

· Now The Big Ocean Voyage
Some of us became seasick on this little ship. My father and my brother Oscar were always full of pep,
lively and merry. In the evenings, there was music and dancing. My mother was forever seasick and
remained in bed. The ship's command had ordered all passengers on deck so that the entire ship could be
cleaned, unless they had an acceptable reason to remain below. I had the duty to take care of the children.
My father was always in good spirits trying to cheer mother up and encouraging her, telling her that she
would feel better if she went on deck but she preferred the bed. Our youngest brother, Alex, was cute and
attractive with his rosy cheeks, but he could not walk yet. There was a big, friendly Irishman by us, whom
my brother Alex liked. He always carried Alex around the ship to pass the time. For fourteen days we had
stormy weather, the safety nets were spread around both sides of the ship to keep people from being blown
or washed overboard.
Finally, after many days we began to see land. There was great excitement. We observed America from
the ship. When the Statue of Liberty appeared, all the people yelled out, "At Last, America!" Now a little
steamship came from the harbor to lead our ship into the harbor. When the younger children heard the
steamship whistle blow, meaning that they were happy to see us, they thought it was the bellow of a young
steer in the Alps and paid no attention.
Then came the examination of the passengers. We inquired about the advertising concerning the Bernstadt.
We asked, "Was it really s,o wonderful as the advertising said?" We got only smiles for answers. Many
Swiss people from the small Cantons were going to California where they had relatives and acquaintances
that would help them in that part of the country. They were full of plans for their future. Some bought land
or intended to establish a milk business or raise fruit like oranges, apples, apricots, pears or grapes. Father
said often that we should go to such a land for there one could have a better existence. We were destined
for something far more difficult. We were routed as the ship agent directed on to East Bemstadt.
All beginnings are difficult but when one had a good spirit it goes better. It came as a big surprise and bad
luck for us that Rosa Kottman died so suddenly in Louisville. Aunt Marie insisted that the agent not let us
come to Louisville instead they wanted us in East Bernstadt. We were sent in some roundabout way by
train and then on a small boat across the Potomac to a railroad station, where a train would take us through
West Vrrginia. We had to wait in a railroad station from 9AM until 9PM for the train. We were the only
passengers in the train station.
One can think what a shock it was to our poor parents who now began to suspect that maybe we had been
misled and swindled. What poor land they were going to hang their hopes on?

The deal with the land company included the passage, eighty acres on a deferred payment plan and a
house. The house was a]orlorn shack with a dirt floor. The land was $4-.00 per acre with $20.00 down and
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the balance of $300. 00 at 6% interest with a 5 year term. I have a copy of the deed which transferred the
property back to the company in 1901.

I did not remain in East Bernstadt very long. We older children found work in Louisville. We sent
money and supplies to East Bernstadt, so much as possible. My cousins helped us find places to live and
work in Louisville, Kentucky.
My brother Arnold had a job and Martha was now eleven years old and a teenager who needed her
parent's love and attention. She had to return to her parents in East Bernstadt. She could no longer go to
St. Mary's Church and school in Louisville where she has learned very little.
I have been in Louisville for a year. I went as often as possible to visit my parents and family in East
Bernstadt. They made very little progress in the last year despite their hard work. The next year, Bertha
who was now 14 years old, came to Louisville. Next came Oscar who found work immediately as a
milkman with Felix Buchs, a Switzer, who was a milker at a dairy farm.
I became acquainted with a good Catholic, German family whose grandparents were also here in Louisville and knew the environs well. I talked to them about my parents living in East Bernstadt and how
miserable it was. I told them how concerned I was about my four little sisters and brothers who would soon
have to go to school. They had been to Catholic Church services only one time since they came to America.
My family lived nine miles from the church and had to walk. The church was close to a little peaceful
village called East Bernstadt where my Aunt Marie and uncle Alois Moser lived with their daughters Julia,
Marie. The rest of their children left East Bernstadt.
Aunt Marie's husband was Alois Moser with one "o ". His gravestone is in St. Sylvester Church cemetery
at East Bernstadt, KY.

When I went to East Bernstadt, now the fourth time, I told my
parents that this is the last time I would come to East Bernstadt to
try to convince them to give up East Bernstadt and move to Louisville so we can all be together. All of us could come to a home
after work. Soon after this, my dear mother came to Louisville
for a little visit and stayed for a week. Father would not sell the
East Bemstadt property. Finally, mother and the four children
came to Louisville and we rented a house in the West End of
Louisville on 34 th and Market Street near where the children can
go to a Catholic school and church. Mother was so happy.
Now it was in January 1899. After four years of hard work it
was only a little better in East Bemstadt and father was still there
trying. We received a letter from father saying that he thinks it
would be much more prudent for him to remain,in East Bemstadt.

Ida Mooser Hattemer, Circa 1899, age 21

Aunt Marie had filled his head full of nonsense. She convinced
her brother that he could not earn an existence in Louisville. At
age sixty-four, he was just too old. He should remain where he
knew he could work. Arnold went to East Bemstadt to talk to

15
https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/sahs_review/vol36/iss3/2

14

Hattemer and Hattemer: My Journey Through the World in Happiness and Sorrow

father but to no avail. Next Felix Buchs went to East Bernstadt; he had no success with father. Then we
said, "Okay, you stay there but we will send you no more money, no supplies and no news." Finally after
a little time, father let us know that he would come.
We added a kitchen and a living room and redecorated the little house we now owned on north 35 th street
in Louisville. With all these new, nice surroundings, plenty to eat and a little extra money in our pockets,
one can realize how poor and almost worthless the East Bernstadt area farm was at that time compared to
what we now had in Louisville.

End of March 1899
Here in Louisville there are many business people, some from Germany, Alsace Lorraine, France and
also from Switzerland. We live in the western part of the city where the people are very friendly. My
parents are beginning to believe their industry and hard work will soon fulfill their hopes and even earn
them their citizenship.
An important businessman has lent my father $1,000 at 6% interest. He can pay the $1,000 back in a
short time. Father bought a cow for milk at home. In a short time they had fifteen cows. The three younger
brothers helped father so much with the cows. Now they have the Mooser Dairy delivering milk to the
neighborhood.
Meanwhile Arnold worked in a large hotel called The Seelbach. He was nineteen years old. William was
learning a good trade called electric lighting fixture maker. This was the time when everyone was switching to electric lights. William learned the trade so well he wanted to teach his brothers and go into the
business of making electric lighting fixtures for churches and large buildings. Mother is so happy that we
are all together. She bakes bread, which tastes so good to all of us. She also has a large garden and many
productive hens that give enough eggs for all of us. Mother fattens two pigs, which we butcher for our
meat. Someone said that here we have no chimney to smoke the meat like in Switzerland. But we all said,
here we have butter to spread on bread at all times. Before in Switzerland we had butter only on Holy Days
and Christmas.
Martha found a job as a seamstress in a clothing store in the neighborhood. Bertha married Felix Buchs
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who was from Eich in Switzerland. My three older brothers also had a milk business and livestock business. They needed automobiles to get back and forth from the farm they bought. The new farm had a twostory house and was thirty miles from the city, near Middletown, Kentucky. The barn and stalls will have
to be made larger. The older boys had jobs and also took care of the East Side farm. Father looked after the
livestock and the dairy business on the West Side farm and mother and Isabelle took care of the household
work. The younger boys milked and delivered the milk every day in the city.

Christophe and Mararet Mooser Family, circa 1902
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A New Investment
In 1903 I became acquainted with
my man, John Hattemer, who was
from the Rheinhesse region, near
Mainz, in a small town called Gau
Algesheim, Germany. He was employed in the business of importing
wines and liquors and was a spirits
maker with a firm called Hollenbach.
The Hollenbachs were also from Gau
Algesheim and related to John
Hattemer.

John Hattemer checking a bottled wine at Hollenbach Co., 3rd Street,
Loiusville, KY. 1905

John Hattemer went back to Germany to see his mother in 1904.
Later that year, when he returned to Louisville, I married John
Hattemer. He was a hard working man. He owned an interest in
the Hollenbach Company.
In the year of 1906 our first child, a pretty little girl, was born.
We called her Mary Louise.
John Hattemer
There was a temperance movement against alcoholic spirits takand
Ida
Mooser Hattemer
ing place, which might bring about prohibition of alcoholic bevermarried in 1904
ages throughout the country. It made my husband greatly concerned
for his job and business. He did not want to take a chance and suffer a loss so he took his money out of the
firm in order to buy a lot and build a home. I was very happy to have my own home.

Ida Hattemer's new home, built in 1906-1907 at 125 North 34th Street, Louisville, KY.
1926 & 1939 Re-design of Hattemer Family Home. ·
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In 1907, God sent us our second child; we named him William. Now there was much more work. This
child could not digest the cow's milk. Finally, we had to give him goat milk and then everything went
better for him.
In 1908, God sent us another son. We named him Joseph. He was small but strong and healthy and
thrived on the cow's milk. I was very happy, especially because my dear parents were so close to me.
Mother would come often and take William with her. This would give me time to give attention to the baby
Joseph.
In 1909, our fourth child came into the world. We named him Louis. This was also the year that my dear
mother went to Switzerland for a visit to her relatives. She was so happy to be in Im Fang and Jaun to see
her family of ten brothers and sisters, their families and relatives.
This was the same year that an automobile hit William as he ran unnoticed to cross the street. He
received a badly broken leg. He was in bed for five long weeks with a structure built around the bed to
stretch and keep his broken bones in place for proper healing. After William was out of his cast, my sister,
Martha, took William for some days to give me relief, William's broken bones healed very well.
On November 10, 1910 dear God sent us another son. We called him Henry. When he was a year old he
became ill. The doctors didn't know what was wrong with Henry. We almost gave up when we decided to
try a specialist doctor. This doctor made an injection in Henry's back. In a week the baby was standing up
and recovering. That winter the children had measles and diphtheria.
At this time my husband was now working at the West Louisville Brewery at 34th and Market Streets
where he was the superintendent of the bottling shop. John loved his garden where he spent all of his free
time. He had a beautiful grape arbor and an orchard of fruit trees. We made preserves, grape jelly and
wine. He grew special plants and he harvested a second crop of potatoes each year.
In April 1912, our fifth son Robert arrived. This gave us more to do. I was happy and satisfied that all my
children were healthy.
We had another worry. The temperance people and especially the Baptists were shouting that the distilleries and breweries had to close. For the drinker this was a good decision, but those who wanted spirits
could make their own or buy it illegally.
When the vote was over the Temperance Issue won. There was prohibition of the production of spirits
and all alcoholic beverages. It began during 1912 and by 1913 all the distilleries and breweries were
closed. Many workers were now unemployed. My father made the observation that Prohibition would not
be successful. Already, people were making homebrew and whiskey was being distilled and sold privately.
1913 was a year filled with trouble for me. My husband was one of those who were unemployed. He
was sick over it. He felt as if it were a personal persecution for him and he became mentally unbalanced.
We had to put him in a sanatorium and we were given little hope for recovery.
No~ I was alone with six little children. What grief and dismay did I go through? I had great faith in
God and my prayers. I was so thankful that my parents lived near me. They were well aware of my
problems and they helped, encouraged and comforted me. After four months my husband began to recover.
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John had befriended a young man and gave him a job. The young man now came forward to befriend
John. He asked my husband to work for him in a hardware store he had just opened. John began over again
in a new work environment at a very low wage for which he was grateful.
On September 19, 1914, God gave us a little girl. We named her Angela. Now there were seven children.
On November 3, 1915 another little girl was born. We called her Bernadette. She saw the light of the
world as a very small child who also had trouble digesting the cow's milk. This was so important to us
because we got the cow milk free from my parent's dairy. Despite all these difficulties things were going
much better for us.
I must take this opportunity to go back a little to mention that two of my sisters, Martha and Isabelle, traveled to Gratz, Austria in 1912 to witness cousin Tobias
Cottier's celebration of his first Holy Mass. After the
celebration they went to Switzerland to visit our many
cousins. When they returned to Louisville they needed
a rest. They had become acquainted with some young
men and wanted to go to California to see them. First
they went to San Francisco. I missed my sisters very
much. Both Martha and Isabelle were married in California.
In 1917, my mother went to California to visit her
brave daughters and to satisfy my father that Isabelle _
and Martha were happy. It was too bad that my mother
spoke so little English. She got along all right.
Children of Ida and John Hattemer
Mary Louise, Angela, Robert, & Bernadette, Circa 1916

These California. visits were fruitful and productive
for everyone but my sister, Isabelle, whose tragic death
came in 1918 shortly after the birth of her son Alphonse.

I am told that Isabelle had a seizure and fell through the back screen door. She was found dead.

In 1917 America became entangled in World War 1. My brother Alex was called in the draft. He was
shipped overseas very quickly. It seemed so long before we had news from him. He was in Germany and
was in good health. The following year my brother Alphonse was drafted. Thank God neither was injured
and both survived the war in good health.
On the 2nd of February 1918 God sent us another son. We called this child Theodore. He was a very
healthy child.
While we were at war many changes were taking place in Louisville. There was a large military barracks
called Camp Taylor being built on a large plat of land on the south side of the city and everywhere you
could see army officers and soldiers.
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One day we were surprised when a soldier came to visit us. He was my husband's cousin who had come
to America in 1903 and worked for Hollenbachs for a short time. My husband came to Louisville in 1904.
This cousin had left Louisville by this time and went to South America and became a soldier. Upon his
return to America he became an American citizen and an American soldier. He died before the war ended
and left a wife but no children.
When our children were small we always spoke German at home. When the war broke out we avoided
talking German because the other children laughed at us and some called us Kaiser Williams. Our children
were going to St. Anthony Church and school where religion was still taught in German and the name on
the school building and school hall remains "St Antonius Schule und Halle."
When Louis got out of the eighth grade he did not want to go to high school he wanted to become a baker,
like the bakers he helped after school. Louis could learn this trade from our willing friend Adolph Tonare
who was also a Switzer from Im Fang.
When Mary Louise finished her four years of high school ishe found a good position as a secretary at the
Courier Joumal newspaper. She stayed in this position for 11 years.

Ida and John Hattemer Family, circa 1928
Top row: Robert (b.1912), Henry (b.1910), Louis (b.1909), Joseph (b.1908).
Bottom Row: Mary Louise (b.1906), Theodore (b.1918), John (Father b. 1873), Ida (Mother, b. 1878),
Bernadette (b .1915), Angela (b .1914.), Absent: William (b. 1907).
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When my son Henry graduated from the eighth grade he also wanted to work in the bakery and learn the
trade from Adolph Tonare. Both Louis and Henry learned the trade quickly. When Adolph wanted to visit
Switzerland he put his trust in my sons to take care of his bakery business. My sons did a good job for
Adolph during his absence. When he returned he was happy with his proteges' success in their management of his bakery. This was remarkable when you consider how young these boys were. I believe Louis
was seventeen and Henry was fifteen years old at that time
Shortly after this time Henry became ill. The doctors did not give his aching legs any relief. I remembered a home remedy that my father used in his homeopathic medicine treatments in Switzerland. I wrapped
his legs with hot, wet sheets and wrapped thin woolen blankets over the sheets. I kept him wrapped like
this for several hours each day. After a few days the treatment began to help him. In few weeks he was
back on his feet and working.
Robert went from the eighth grade to a Franciscan Seminary in southern Indiana to study for the priesthood. He was a very brave youngster. He remained there two years and then decided to come home. He
came down with malaria fever, he was very sick and he had no appetite. Then he had to give up his studies.
On top of this unpleasant news he had to remain in bed four weeks. He began to recover and soon returned
to health. The prayers had helped.
About this time my husband also became seriously ill. He had a nervous breakdown with his memory
seeming to leave him. The doctor came often to visit him and also Father Fridolin, our St. Anthony's parish
pastor. When he began to recover I was so happy and thankful to God.

A New Capital Venture
Shortly after Adolph returned to his business from Switzerland, he decided that he wanted to sell his
business. He told us that he thought Louis and Henry were clever boys and he thought they should buy the
business. Adolph Tonare said he believed the business would pay for itself. My husband was a very frugal
man who carefully and secretly put money aside when _he could. He also had unknown interests with his
boss and friend A.B .Madlon. Albert Madlon, besides running a hardware store, had a farm in Indiana
where he and John also had a hidden still. They distilled whiskey, which was secretly distributed through
the hardware store. I never learned the true value of John's share of this illegal enterprise. I was always so
frightened with the thought of John being caught by the Federal Government Agents and maybe go to jail.
I just put it out of my mind.
Louis and Henry bought the bakery with the help of
their father and the good terms of Adolph Tonare.

Hattemer Brothers Bakery, 34th & Market Sts.
Founded by wuis & Henry Hattemer, 1930

Just about this time in 1926 when this business venture was being talked about, my youngest son, who
was eight years old, was invited to my butter and egg
man's farm in Indiana for a few days vacation. Mr.
Raque liked Theodore and he had a large family himself so we let Theodore go with him. The second-day
he was there, Theodore was up on a high ladder picking cherries with a syrup bucket tied around his waist
in which to drop the picked cherries. The ladder was
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not securely set against the upper tree branches. When Theodore advanced near the ladder top the ladder
slipped through the unsupporting branches and came crashing to the ground with Theodore falling flat
against the ground with the bucket smashing against his stomach.
When Mr. Raque saw the boy on the ground he knew he was badly injured. He rushed Theodore home.
I called the doctor who came immediately and diagnosed the injury as a severe rupture from the impact of
the bucket. Theodore was near death when the injury affected his appendix and right kidney. It was six
months before he recovered. He missed almost the entire third grade, but he was a good student and went
right ahead.
After a few years the Bakery was prospering with almost all the family working there. Robert was
sixteen years old and already a good salesman. He was the sales manager of the wholesale division of the
company. Robert called on small comer groceries to sell them bakery goods, which he also delivered early
every morning. The stores were not open yet when the pans of bakery goods were delivered. There were
3 foot by 4 foot boxes with lids sitting in front or to the side of the grocery stores. The pans of bakery goods
were placed in the boxes until the storeowner opened his stote and brought the bakery goods inside and set
them on the counter. Soon sales were so successful the boys had two trucks for delivery of their merchandise. They were all under twenty years old. Mary Louise was the bookkeeper, Louis and Henry the bakers,
Robert and then Joseph also were the salesmen and deliverymen, Angela, Bernadette and Theodore, were
the pan cleaners in the afternoon and the doughnut fryers after supper. William was, from time to time the
truck mechanic.
When Louis was twenty years old, he told his father and me that he wanted to marry his girl friend Lulu
Mae Denton and that it was okay with her parents. Louis was so young, even his younger brothers thought
so. Establishing a home required a lot of money and the outlook for business was not so good at this time.
Prohibition had its economic effect. This time was at the height of the Great Depression of the 1930s.
There were so many people out of work. Many people were losing their homes because they had no work
and no income to pay for their homes. Louis and Lula Mae got married anyway.
In 1929 there was a terrible tragedy. My brother Oscar accidentally drowned in the Salt River where he
was fishing. There was a flash flood and when Oscar went to check his fish lines he apparently slipped into
the flooded river and was carried into the river's swift current. Oscar could not swim. He left a wife and
his five children.
This was 1932. Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President. One of the first things he said was, "Let's
make an end of Prohibition," and he did. M~y breweries and distilleries opened again. Now there was
enough work again. Everything seemed to be going better with Roosevelt as our president.
Louis was happily married but it seemed difficulties started and just kept coming for Louis. His fatherin-law died suddenly and left his family whom Louis wanted to help. The bakery had bad times which was
partly caused by the depression times and young inexperienced management. The bakery finally collapsed
and everyone had to find a new start. From 1931 until 1936 were depression times and most people had to
adjust to some difflcult times.
Robert was now working in Detroit where he met and married a beautiful young lady named Marion.
In June 1934 our oldest daughter Mary Louise married John Boyle whom she had been going with for a
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few years. It was a beautiful wedding with her brothers and sisters in the wedding. But it was sad because
they were going to live in Cincinnati where John Boyle worked.
By this time Theodore had graduated from St. Xavier High School and was enrolled at the University of
Louisville and though it was difficult for him because of the lack of money, he tried.
At this time Henry was working as a baker for Adolph Tonare again. Adolph had gone back in the bakery
business. Angela was working at Standard Sanitary Company and Bernadette was working at Stewart Dry
Goods Company.
In 1936, I was in St. Joseph's hospital for a serious goiter removal operation. The first day after the
operation I got along reasonably well. The second day I was so sick that I received the Sacrament of the
dying. I lost so much blood that I was unconscious. There was a nurse at my bedside all day and night.
The Franciscan priest came and gave me so much help and encouragement. Surprisingly and unexpectedly
I became better so fast that I was able to come home in 10 days.
When I came home there was such sad news waiting for me. My son Robert's wife Marion died after the
birth of their precious child. It was a great sadness for us but especially for Robert. I went to Detroit right
away for the funeral. It was so sad for Robert; he was so in love with Marion.
Marion's family had their troubles at that time. Our darling baby Judith didn't even have a chance to
know her own sweet mother. I stayed three weeks in Detroit and came home to Louisville with a heavy
heart. Robert's mother-in-law wanted to care for Judy, but I knew she had too much already. I wanted that
precious baby in Louisville. With Robert's agreement, we brought her to Louisville. Now she was four
months old. John, Angela, Bernadette, Henry, Joseph and Theodore were at home. They all were so happy
with Judy there. Sometimes they would argue over who could hold her. John always had her in his arms
before he went to work.
The depression was still with us. There was still much unemployment. My son William was working in
Detroit at this time. He would send money to me, which helped to pay for my heavy hospital and doctor
bills for my operation.
In January 1937 we had a heavy snow and then it rained for 21 days straight. This weather brought us a
serious flood. Many houses, miles from the river, were under water. The storm sewers which emptied into
the river backed-up and water gushed out of the sewers, like fountains, quickly flooding the streets and
rising in many low places above the rooftops of thousands of houses.
Our house became flooded so quickly that we had to leave in a boat. The only high ground we could go
to was the railroad yards, which were a mile from our house. Relief trains were organized to take people to
Chicago or Detroit if they wanted to go. Angela, Bernadette, Judy and I met Louis and his family in the
railroad yards. They decided to go to Detroit and we decided that we would also go. We had no where else
to go.
John was sick and needed medical care. Theodore took his father to St. Columba's, a neighborhood
church, where there were boats to take sick people to the hospital. The telephones were no longer functioning. Elizabeth Cassin was at our house with Theodore and could not reach her family who had left their
Chestnut Steet house and were with relatives on Bardstown Road.
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The night train ride to Detroit without any luggage was very difficult. We arrived first in Chicago at
9A.M. Then we had to wait in the train station for the Detroit train. We went to the restaurant in the train
station for breakfast. Then we had to go to a different train station to board the Detroit train. We arrived in
Detroit that same evening. We were all so tired from the train and the waiting.
We remained in Detroit four weeks waiting for the water in Louisville to recede. Our baby Judith was
now 15 months old when we came back to Louisville. Henry, Theodore and Joseph washed and cleared
out the soil and mud that had come in the house with the water. All the house had to be cleaned again after
the ruined furniture carpets and debris were removed. I was glad we were all safe and this trouble was
behind us. I was especially happy that my parents did not have to suffer a flood too.
My husband, John, was very much affected by the flood and he became sick often. Finally, in October
1937 he became gravely ill and died. I felt relieved that he did not have to suffer and was no longer fearful
and weary.
Robert, Theodore and Henry were all three in the life insu1'ance business and doing well. Robert married
Dorothy Becker who was Robert's former girlfriend and who had lost her husband.
Joseph and Theodore were now married and in their homes. So now we were only Angela, Bernadette,
Judy, Henry and I still in our 34th street home where we started in 1907.
In 1940 my sister Martha and I went to California to visit our two nephews, the sons of our deceased
sister Isabelle. We went by bus to San Francisco. San Francisco is a city with many sites worth seeing,
famous parks with excellent zoological gardens. It was wonderful. There were many large ships in the
harbor from all over the world, especially the Orient. San Francisco has a large Oriental population. San
Francisco is also a great import and export city. One can see famous shows of whales and seals in the
afternoons in the Bay areas and millions of fish feeding in the harbor.
We visited my sister Martha's former neighbor from the time Martha lived in San Francisco. Our plan
was to remain in San Francisco for three days before going to Orland where our nephews, Isabelle's children, operated a fifty-acre cattle ranch.
Approximately 100 miles north from the farm one can see the snow capped mountains the year around.
Many miles further one can see where the great dam is built. The damned up water is a great advantage
to the landowners in this region. This water from the Stanauer reservoir allows them to irrigate and reclaim
land to production that would otherwise be wasteland. My sister Isabelle had worked so hard on this
farm to help make it successful. She had such great joy on this farm. It is sad that she had such an
early death. Isabelle had three children, the youngest, Alphonse, was one year old when Isabelle died.
A year or so after her death, my brother-in-law Kasper married Therese, a Catholic girl who helped him
raise and hold his little family together.
My sister Martha and I left Orland and returned to Louisville, Kentucky. We had to go first to Sacramento and then by bus to San Francisco onto to Chicago and finally to Louisville. The trip took four days
of bus sitting. While riding through this land, we saw every kind of fruit tree: oranges, olives, almonds,
peaches, pears, apricots, lemons and plums. This land offers five times more production possibilities. This
was a wonderful land for farmers. We enjoyed the trip and found it so interesting.
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World War ll started and the attack on Pearl Harbor put us at war with Germany and Japan. Henry
enlisted in 1941 and Joseph soon followed him.
Early in 1943 I received a letter from Alphonse Lichtsteiner, the son of my sister Isabelle, letting us know
that he was stationed in an army camp at Fort Knox, Kentucky not far from us and that he would come to
see us. His brother, Jasper, was talcing care of the farm back home. He said that he wanted to buy a new
automobile and drive it back to California in the very near future. He did not want to drive alone so he
invited my brother William and me to accompany him to California.
I was so happy to accept this invitation because it gave me a chance to visit my son, Joseph, who was
stationed in the army air force camp at St. Bernardino, which was very close to Orland. Now I anxiously
waited for the day to leave. Alphonse came with his new automobile on January 11, 1943. We went to my
bother William's house and picked him up and we were on our way. Alphonse made the announcement
that he had chosen the southern route instead of the northern route to California. We were headed toward
Denver and Pike's Peak. It was Saturday and we were somewhere in Kansas when Alphonse detected
something wrong with the auto. We had to stop and have the problem repaired. We found a nice hotel with
good heat and stayed there for the night.
The next morning we were again on our way when we noticed a church in a small town where people
were going to mass. Since it was Sunday, we stopped to go to mass. When Alphonse noticed the priest had
no server, dressed in his uniform, Alphonse served mass. We were proud of Alphonse.
After mass, in the sacristy the priest thanked him so much for serving and wished him Godspeed. The
town was Kingdom City, Kansas. We drove on from there and were coming into the Colorado countryside.
We wanted to find a place there to eat breakfast. The car would not start. William and Alphonse worked on
it for about a half-hour. Here again we had luck. Three young, strong girls came by. One said, " Here, hold
my suitcase," to the other, "I want to help these people." Then a young fellow came up and said he could
see what was wrong and would fix it. He opened up his car trunk, took out some tools and went to work.
He fixed it. William wanted to pay the young man but he refused to accept anything for his help.
William was not satisfied with Alphonse's decision to go the Denver route! There was snow and ice on
the roads. Alphonse was stubborn about talcing the Denver route. When we drove along a little farther we
saw a sign that told us here was the place to choose either the Mexican Pass or the Tennessee Pass. We
chose the latter and then we had a narrow escape on a curve when another car caused us to have to swerve
over to the shoulder of the road. I had my rosary cross in my hand as I sat in the back seat. It was no longer
fun. We hoped this day of breathtaking _scares would end. Finally, the day was ending and we saw the
lights of a city. It was Reno, Nevada. There were many casinos and other gambling places. ·This is the
place people get divorces. We did not stop for the night; we decided to drive on further so that the next day
we could reach Orland.
When we came near to Los Angeles, we turned north toward Sacramento. Alphonse knew this country
better. Now it began to snow. We stopped as daylight arrived. Alphonse and William went into a barbershop and I went into a store to freshen up a little. Then we went into a restaurant for breakfast.
We drove onto Santa Clara. When we got near his home, Alphonse cried out "my home, my home." He
had only a three-day leave from the army for a home visit. I stayed in Orland with my son, Joseph, and his
wife Blanche.
-
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Then it was time to return to Louisville. I could get on the bus right here in Orland to start my trip back
home. The bus came from Portland. It was raining a soft, fine rain which later turned into snow. When we
went through Donner-Pass as it is often called, we had to stop and wait for the snowplow to open the road.
After driving 21/2 hours we stopped at a restaurant where we could drink a hot cup of coffee. When I
discovered a fly in the hot cup of coffee, I left it sitting and lost my appetite.
I was always looking for letters from my sons who were in Europe in the war. I prayed for them constantly especially that they would not be killed or have to die without the benefit of the Sacraments. Thank
God if they will come home healthy. My son Henry almost had the chance to visit my dear Switzerland
before he came home from the war in Europe, but when the information comes that a ship is returning to
America, one must jump on the opportunity. Henry had been overseas a long time; 1941to 1945.
Angela met a young soldier from Illinois who was stationed at Fort Knox. His name was Richard Bennett.
They were married shortly after they met.
In 1947, my sister Martha and Lucy Schuwey went to Orland, California to visit the Lichsteiner family.
Lucy Schuwey is the daughter of Henry Schuwey and Bodell Marie Jaggi who immigrated from Im Fang,
Switzerland to Louisville, Kentucky in 1929. Lucy and Alphonse were married later that year. Not to be
outdone by my sister, later that same year, I took Anne Burke, a young neighbor and family friend in
Louisville to visit Orland with me. She met Jasper and shortly after they were married.
I wrote to the California Information Bureau and asked them where the best climate was in California
and they told me it was San Diego so I went there to try it. I stayed there from October 1948 until June
1949. There my health improved, I felt much better. My son Joseph was stationed nearby and came the
next day after my arrival to visit me. I was always happy to see Joseph. I enjoyed his high spirits.
Because of the first mass of Emil Schuwey, I came back to Louisville from San Diego but I intended to
return. Leaving Joseph was very hard. We knew we would see each other again. I had a very miserable
journey back home. I traveled on the bus to Chicago then from Chicago to Louisville. It took five days,
because the bus for some reason could only go 35 miles an hour. Nevertheless, I was satisfied with the
journey even though it was slow. I was so tired. My feet were swollen so bad I could not get my shoes on.
It was nice to come home again to my comfortable home and find my sweet and dependable Angela who
kept our home so nice and clean.
I stayed in Louisville to attend Father Emil Schuway's first Holy Mass and I saw my dear friends Rosa
Schuwey, Emil's aunt and her two brothers who were visiting from Switzerland. Afterwards Father Emil
became a busy vicar in Munster, Ohio.

In October 1949 I returned to San Diego, where the climate of that place made me feel so good. I have a
good opportunity to visit a friend in San Jose in California

My mother did not write in her journal from 1949 until 1959. When her cousin Oswald visited her in
1958 he persuaded her to continue her journal. She kept her promise and sent Oswald a copy as proof.
That is how the copy got in Oswald's possession. During those years she lived in Louisville, Detroit, San
Diego, and Coronado.
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When Henry returned from the army in 1946 he went to Detroit to visit his brother Louis where he
eventually bought a bakery and shortly after Louis also bought a bakery.

I thought about buying a house in Detroit so that William and Henry would have a real home to come
home to. When the sons could not come to an agreement, I went back to California especially since I felt
better in the California climate. There I found my good friend who earlier had been in East Bernstadt. She
didn't live in San Diego but in San Jose. Every morning I could hear three holy masses. In the month of
May, there was a twelve noon mass. His Excellency Bishop Daly invited the faithful to the Sacraments.
Language was no barrier. He spoke eight different languages. At St. Joseph's cathedral it was very convenient one could go to confession from 11 A.M.daily. Every Thursday there are holy hours and a midnight
mass
We saw a little chapel on a high place. There were flowers all around it. We went in, it was an Episcopal
Church, as beautiful as the Catholic Church. A mass was going on using most of the same words of the
Catholic liturgy. We visited the other part of the old city. The Governor's mansion is situated in an
attractive park. Everywhere was lovely flowers in bloom. It was one of the most beautiful churches we
have seen. I met a very fine lady from Vienna, Austria.
I also met a friendly lady from Berlin, Germany who lives in Coronado. Coronado is a beautiful island
across the bay from San Diego. We had to go by bus and then board a small ship, which also has 40
automobiles and some trucks, loaded on the ship to get onto the island. The houses are well designed.
There is no smoke, no dust ,only the deep blue sky and the unending sea. Nearby the English crown prince
found his consort. We visited another island about 20 or 30 minutes farther. It is called la Folla. It was
around Christmas time and the roses were blooming profusely. There was also a friendly church named
Mother of God Church. Many wealthy families live here on this island.
My children wanted me to come back to Louisville. I went back, but first to Detroit. There were my
sons, Louis and Henry, waiting for me at the bus station. My son, Henry, began asking a few teasing
questions like, could I still cook hasenpfeffer, sour tongue and potato soup. He said he would buy a house
if I could still cook these dishes. Dear God my prayers are answered again. Thank you, God. Now we
have a beautiful house just across the street from St.Gerard's Church. There I can go to mass anytime I
want. Here all the relatives are welcome.
I was in Louisville to attend my granddaughter Anne's First Holy Communion. We received a telephone
call at 4 A.M. fromAlpina, Michigan to tell us that my son William was dying. I returned to Detroit the next
day and immediately left for Alpina to see William. Mary Louise and Robert came two weeks later to visit
William with me. We began our six-hour drive to Alpina to visit William. We were stopped by the Highway Police to tell us that William had died earlier that day and the funeral would take place June 10, 1958
at 9 A.M. We returned to Detroit immediately. We called all the family and told them the sad news.
Theodore, Bernadette, Henry drove up to Alpina for the funeral scheduled for June 10. William's wife was
not prepared to pay for the funeral so it was delayed until the Hattemer family paid for the funeral, which
was the next day.
Dear God has given peace to William's soul. I go to mass and communion as often as possible for
William. I prayed for many years that all my children would lead a good and pious life and be prepared at
their end to meet their God. I thank God that William was prepared and received the last Sacraments
before his sad death. William was my mother and father's favorite grandchild because he was with them so
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much as a small child. I had masses said for him in my parish church, St. Gerard. His death was announced
on the following Sunday and our parishioners prayed for him. Msgr. Phillippe came to our house and
offered sympathy to our family.
On February 4th 1959, Martha, Fred VanAlphen, (Martha's husband) and I went with Rita to the funeral
service in Pee Wee Valley, Ky. at St. Aloysius Church for Arnold's wife Emma's funeral mass. Arnold's
wife was ill for a long time. She was well prepared for her death. Arnold found her dead when he returned
from shopping. Arnold will miss her very much. They got along well for so many years together.
After a long pause, I am writing again. It is the 13th of November 1959. I went through the deaths of six
members of our family and relatives and also many other changes. First it was my dear son William. I had
an opportunity to tell you about earlier. I heard on the telephone that my brother William has lost his life.
He had an accident at work and had to give up his business. It was a shame that he had no children to
follow him in his business.
Arnold's death followed so soon after his wife's death.;: He is buried next to his wife. Arnold and
William's wives were sisters. We remembered that William made a chalice for Father Emil Schuwey and
his wife Katie had a pearl set onto the chalice. We were proud of these three Mooser brothers who manufactured many of the lighting fixtures that are in the churches in and around Louisville even today. Will
was the manager, Arnold was the designer and pattern maker and Oscar was the molder who poured the
molten metal into the patterns made by Arnold. Many of their nephews worked in their factory on Lytle
Street in Louisville.
When the burials were over I visited my daughter Mary Louise. After staying a few days with Mary
Louise, I went to Theodore and Elizabeth's. I went to see their new home and to see what their lovely
children were making. Above all, I went to see my new and only twin grandchildren, Clare and Francis.

When Henry got his vacation we went to Louisville
again to attend my granddaughter Eileen Boyle's wedding in August of 1959.
Eileen is Mary Louise's oldest daughter.
Seven of my ten brothers
and sisters are now departed
from this life. Dear God, I
ask you to let them rest in
peace. I pray always that you
never let any of my family die
without the benefit of the
Sacrament.
Hattemer Twins, Francis and Clare (b. 1957),

I think about my little
brother Robert who is now an
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invalid and spends his life in a nursing home. He understands his condition fully. He can read and he can
look at television. He suffers always but no one hears a complaint. He has a good diet and is kept clean.
He has had his purgatory in this world.
My sons Louis and Henry have their own bakeries here in Detroit. I don't think they will ever go back to
Louisville. Because of this, I will sell my house in Louisville. After I lost my husband, John, and during
the war I rented out apartments in my house. In renting, at first I was nai:ve and trusting. Soon I learned
how to be a landlord.
Henry and Louis are both bakers. Each has a nice home and they are good to me. Already, it is a year
since we retired here. How quickly the time goes by for me.
Now have I, as well as my advanced years allow me, recalled and recorded my life experiences as I have
promised my cousin, Dr. Oswald Buchs. All what I have here stated is the truth as I know it. On September
16, 1959, I will be 81 years old. I am thankful to God for my mind, health and my strength. To my dear
God I always give thanks! Faith, Hope and Love were what I based my life upon and Trust in God is what
I have always held onto.

Ida Mooser Hattemer at age 82.
(Photo by Theodore Hattemer in 1960.)

Translated from German and Schwyzerdutsch by Theodore Hattemer from June, 1995 to February 1999.
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